JOINT RBESOLUTIONS.

RESOLUTION No. 36.
ASYLUMS
JOINT RESOLUTIQN relative to nz}blylums for the Blind, and Deaf and
Dumb. '

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, proposals.
That the Governor and Secretary of State be, and they are
hereby authorized to receive proposals, and examine loca- ;
tions and lands with a view to the permanent establishment
of Asylums for the Blind, and Deaf and Dumb, and receive Selection
deeds for the point or points selected by them, and report Deeds.

their action to the next General Assembly.
Arpgovep 25th January, 1855,

Published in the Iowa City papers, February 28, 1855.
# GEO. W, McCLEARY, Sec. of State.

RESOLUTION No. 37.

PROTECTION OF INTERCOURSE BETWEEN THE ATLANTIC.
\ AND PACIFIC STATES, BY AN OVERLAND ROUTE.

concerning the protegiinn of Settlers and Emigrants between the M:sais-
sippi Valiey and the Pacific Ocean, including the establishinent of Pustal
and Telegrapic correspondence acro.s the American Continent.

P JOINT RESOLUTION of the General Assembly of the State of Tows,

Waegeas, The alarming increase of robberies and murdersp . .\
perpetrated on travellers and settlers by the Indian tribes
between the Missouri River and the Pacific Ocean, added
to the difficulties ordinarilly incident to the journey
across the vast regions between those points, renders it
indispensable that immediate measures should be takefi by
the Federal Government, to protect at least one line of
travel Letween the Mlssxssnppl or Missouri, and the Pa-
cific, by proper distribution of troops for guarding against
the outrages and horrors to which American citizens are
now canstantly subjected in traveling across American
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s0il between widely reparated portions of American Terri -
tory: Awnp Waeseas, it is the duty of all Governments to -
farnish adequate protection to the people for whose wel-
fare they were instituted, a duty whieh all civilized Gov-
ernments inclnding the American Government, recognizes
in theory, and which the American Government practices
in reference to persons claiming its protection in foreign
lands, whether it be in the rescue of shipwrecked sailors
from Japan, or the rescue of persons like Kosta from the
fangs of European tyrrany: Anxp WaEReas, it is believed
that the requisite protection for travelers and settlers can
be secured (without additional expense) by & proper distri-
bution of comparatively small numbers of troops in subdi-
visions stockaded along any one or more of the routes be-
tween the Mississippi or Missouri, and Oregon and Cali-
fornia, thus rendering it practicable to accomplish the
Journey safely, to establish a continuous line of settlements,
and to quicken the transmission of the mails between the
Atlantic and Pacific, and thus incidentally by affording ad-
equate protection, rendering practicable the completion of
Telegraph lines between the Atlantic and Pacific States of
this confederacy: AN WHEREAS, it is particularly due from
the federal government that the enterpising settlers between
the Missouri and the Pacific, shall be protected in their
lives and property, while encountering the toils and dae-
gers of pioneering in the civilization of those immense
regions, and that this protection is the more important,

from the fact that, while thus affording preper protection

for settlers as well as travelers, the protection thus afford-

ed, would incidentally facilitate correspondence by Mail

and Telegraph between the American people dwelling on

opposite sides of the continent, as well as at shorter inter-

vals apart, through the whole extent of the vast line of

travel between the Missonri and Pacific as aforesaid, thus

bridging North America by postal and lightning facilities,

for quickening the correspondence’ between Europe, snd

the countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean.

8pinitxl ofthe  Be it therefore resolved, That in the opinion of the Genersl
m;f" m Assembly of the State of Jowa, the subjects in the foregoing
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preamble, should claim the immediate and favorable action

of the Congress of the United States, and that immediate
measures should be taken for distributing the troops intend- Troope.
ed for protecting the Western settlements against Indian
depredations, so that parties of fifteen or twenty dragoons

may be stationed in stockades (built like trading posts) Soekades.
twenty or thirty miles apart, requiring only frem one to two
thousand of the troops intended for the protection of emi- Protection.
grants and settlers, along some route across the plains and
mountains between the Missouri and the Pacific, as proposed

in O’'Reilly’s Memorial to Congress, which was approved by O’Reilley’s
the National Railroad Convention at St. Louis in 1849, and Me™*"
on which was founded the bill for effecting the objects in the-

United States Senate in 1852 ; some of those troops from

each stockade to patrol the route daily betwoen.the stock-

ades, and to transmit an Express Letter Mail along the whole

route between the Mississippi, or Missouri and the Pacific.

with greater speed and far less cost than any mail carried off

a Railroad route in America, and with this great advantage,

that, whereas the present Mails between the Atlantic and Maiis.
Pacific States, touch only at the two ports of New York and

San Francisco, the overland Mail route here advocated, would

afford its benefits to the whole country along its route, each
stockade, or the town whick would speedily be erected there-

at, serving as a postal station as well as a telegraph depot

for the distribution of intelligence among the people settled,

and traveling through all those vast regions, as well as for

the transmission of Governmental dispatches between the

Atlantic and Pacific sections of the Union. Be it also,

Resolved, As the opinion of the General Assembly of Iowa, Express mail
that such arrangements for the protection of life and pro-
perty, if faithfully carried out with military precision by re-
lays, or patrols from each stockade, would guarrantee the
transmission of daily Express Letter Mails between the Mis-
souri and the Pacific, a distance of about two thousand miles, Best route.
in about half the time now consumed between New York
and San Francisco, thus incidentally rendering this line one
of the best and quickest mail routes in the world, and also Quickest.
the most economical, if the mounted soldiery should, as they goonomical.
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might, advantageously transport light letter mails without
extra expense, while performing their daily patrol duty
along the route, thus protecting and encouraging traveling
and settlement ia the most efficient manner, and offering in-
ducements for the immediate cultivation of lands along the
route, for supplying emigrants and travelers, and at the
same time incidentally sccuring the early construction and
efficient protection of Telegraph lines, which *annihilate
time and space” by the rapidity of their communications be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific division of the United States.
Be it theretore,

Resolved, That the Scnators and Representatives of the
State of Iowa, in the Cengress of the United States, be, and
they are hereby, request to use all proper efforts to procure
the establishment of the policy hercin advecated—a policy,
which, if it bad been adopted when first proposed, seven
ye rs’ago, would ere this have cansed the establishment of a
continnous line of settlements, whereat emigrants and tray-
elers could readily find sustenance and defence, together
with postal and telegraphic facilities for communicating with
their distunt friends, and with the business world, inatead of
being debarred from comfort and protection, and correspond-
ence for months (as at presenrt), while traveling Letween the
frontiers of Towa and Missouri, and the Pacific Ocean. And
be it further,

Resolved, That the Governor of the State of Towa, be, and
he is hercby, requested to transmit to each of the Senators
and Representatives of this State in Congress, copies of the
foregoing Preamble and Resolutions.

Arprovep January 18th, 1855.




